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with relation to your particular Government, or to the
general interests of the whole British Empire in India.
These communications will be made to your Lordship
through the channel of my private correspondence. On the
other hand, I make it my earnest request to your Lordship,
that whenever any such communication shall be delayed,
you will attribute the delay either to the absolute necessity
of the case, or to my views of the public service, and that
you will, therefore, have the goodness to prevent the
Government of Fort St. George from proceeding to take
any steps upon matters belonging to my exclusive respon-
sibility, without a full previous communication with me,
and without being apprized of my concurrence. In your
Lordship"^ private correspondence, I trust that your Lord-
ship will permit me to hope for the advantage of your
unreserved opinion, not only with respect to all matters
within your own peculiar charge, but to any point which
you may think essential to the general interests of the
British Empire in India, and I assure your Lordship most
sincerely, that I shall always receive your private sug-
gestions as personal favours. In regulating your public
correspondence, I request that your Lordship will advert to
the suggestions contained in this letter, and that you will
exclude from the public records every indication of jealousy
and counteraction. On my part, you will always find a
sincere disposition in every transaction, both public and
private, to consider your Lordship's authority as a part of
my own, and to repel every attempt to disunite the two
Governments.

"By these means, I flatter myself that I may be
enabled to contribute effectual assistance to your Lordship
in promoting those important interests, in the prosperity of
which you must feel a natural and hereditary concern. It
would give me great satisfaction to have the honour of a